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In 1979 Josef Winkler appeared on the literary horizon as if from nowhere collecting numerous honors and the praise 
of the most prominent critical voices in Germany and Austria Throughout the 1980s he chronicled the malevolence 
dissipation and unregenerate Nazism endemic to Austrian village life in an increasingly trenchant and hallucinatory 
series of novels At the decade s end fearing the silence that always lurks over the writer s shoulder he abandoned the 
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