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2 of 2 review helpful Innocent bystander victims in the living hell that is rural Colombia By R M Peterson Evelio 
Rosero born 1958 is a prolific Colombian novelist who has won several prestigious awards THE ARMIES is his most 
celebrated novel and the only one translated into English It was written in 2006 and was his thirteenth novel over a 
span of a quarter century In a nutshell it depicts the effect of the vio An elderly retired teacher is caught up in drug 
wars which slowly destroy his small town Ismail the profesor is a retired teacher in a small Colombian town where he 
passes the days pretending to pick oranges while spying on his neighbor Geraldina as she lies naked in the shade of a 
ceiba tree on a red floral quilt The garden burns with sunlight the macaws laugh sweetly Otilia Ismail s wife is 
ashamed of his peeping and suggests th ldquo A disturbing allegory of life during wartime in which little appears to 
happen while at the same time entire lives and worlds collapse This is an important and powerful book rdquo The 
Times London ldqu 
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